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On motion by Hon. H. P. Colebatch de-
bate adjourned.

Howvse adjourned at 4.14 p.m.

Tegisliative RAssembly,
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MEETING OF THE ASSEMBLY.

The Legislative Assembly met at mnoon,
pursuant to proclamation by His Excelleney
the Governor, which proclamation was read
by the Clerk Assistant (Mr, F. G. Steere).

MESSAGE—QPENING BY COMMIS-
SIONER.

A Message from the Commissioner ap-
pointed by the Governor to do all things
necessary for the opening of Parliament re-
gunested the attendance of members of the
Legislative Assembly in the Legislative
Council Chamber; and hon. members having
accordingly proceeded to that Chember and
heard the Commission read they returned to
the Assembly Chamber.

ELECTION RETURNS — WILLIAMS-
NARROGIN—ROEBOTURNE.

The Speaker announced the vreturn to
writs issued for the election of members for
Williams-Narrogin and Roebourne, showing
that Mr. Edward Bertram Johnsion and Mr.

William James Butcher had been duly elecled
for the respective electorates,

Mr. E. B. Johnston and Mr. Bultcher took
and subseribed the oath and signed the roll.

OBITUARY—MR. C. McDOWALL.
Mr. SPEAKER [12.10]: I desire to in-
form 1le Honse that owing to the dealh of
Mz, Charles MeDowall 1 have issued a wril
fur the clectivn of a member Lo serve in this
Louse for the Coulzardie distriet.

The PREMIER (1on. J. Seaddan)—
Browaghill-Ivanhee [12.11]: I desire to move
without notice—

That this House pluces on  record ils
deep regrel of the death of Charles 3o-
Daowall, M.L.cL., and tenders to hus family
its sinvcerest sympathy in the loss they have
sustained, and desires that the terms of this
resolution be communicaled to the widow
and family of the Inlc gentleman by the
Speaker.

May 1 briefiv say that all members were at-
tached lo Mr. MeDowall, and that was evi-
denced by the fact that during successive
Govermuents, while hie was a member of this
House, he occupied the position of deputy
Chairman of Committees, and did a great
deal of work while acting in that eapacity,
parlicularly during the last couple of years.
That he was devoted to his doties as a mem-
ber overyone will admit, and it will be con-
ceded (hat he was always careful to attend to
the interests of his constitneney, withont
showing at any time a desire to gain any
benefit over other constituencies on the gold-
fields. Tiis death came as a shock to most of
us. [ was not even aware that he was in
ill health, and the shock must have been a
great one to his widow and family, to whom
I am sure the sympathy of this-House goes.
At a laler staze another matter will be sub-
mitted for the consideration of hon. mem-
bers in connection with the late member, but
at this stage I desire to move the motion
whieh T have read, which expresses onr deep
regret at Mr. MeDowall’s demise, and asks
the Speaker to convey the terms of the reso-
Iution to the widow and family.

Hon. FRANXK WILSOX  (Sussex)
[12.147: T desire to second the motion which

has been moved by the Premier, and to say
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at once thal I regret from the bottom of my
heart that death has once more claimed foll
upon members of this House. Mr. Me-
Dowall had a lovable charaeter, and we all
respected and admired him., We recognised
his able qualities as Deputy Chairman of
Committees, and notwithstanding that he sat
on a different side of the House and had dif-
ferent political opinions, we on this side res-
pect his memory truly and deeply. When
death steps in, all political differences cease.
I have a melancholy pleasure in supporting
the motion moved by the Premier that we ex-
tend our deepest sympathy to his widow
and the members of his family.

Mr, JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
12167 : The leader of the Country party
has asked me to support this motion of sym-
pathy, and I do so wilh very great regret.
Mr. MeDowall was a personalily in this
House, and the chief characteristic of that
personality was his inability to say an un-
kind thing. I think that when we pass over
the border line it is always something for us
to leave behind a recollection of the kindly
feeling that existed with those with whom we
were associated. even after political fights.
I know of few men who could go ount with
uteater sonfidence to meet their Pilot faea to
face than the lale member for Coolgardie.

Mr. SPEAKER [12.18]: Before I ask
hon. members to rise to carry the motion I
desire to say a few words. I was absent
from Perth when Mr. MeDowall’s regret-
table death ocenrred, and it came to me as a
great shock when I heard of it. I join with
hon. members who have spoken on the
motion to convey the condolence of the
House to the widow and family of the late
member. It is not necessary for me to say
that Mr. MePowall had no enemy in this
Chamber, but on the contrary he was held in
the most affectionate regard by all. As
Speaker of this Chamber I was under a
great obligation to Mr. MeDowall for his
very loyal assistance on every occasion when
he was called upon. I deeply regret his
demise; he was one of my dear friends, and
as hon. members have said, when death
steps in all political differences end. All
we can do is to express our very deep Te-
gret, and convey that regret to his widow
and family. T ask hon. members to rise to
carry the motion.

Question passed; members standing,

Sitting suspended from 12.20 until 3 p.m.

SUMMONS FROM THE GOVERNOQR.

Mr. Speaker and hon. members, in re-
sponse to summons, proceeded to the Legis-
lative Council Chamber, and, having heard
His Excellency deliver the opening Speech
(vide Council report, anie), they returned
to the Assembly Chamber, Mr. Speaker re-
snmed the Chair.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Fourth Annual Report
and Financial Statement of the Workers’
Homes Board for the year ended 30th June,
195, 2, Amendment of By-law No. 1 and
new By-law No. 68 of the Western Austra-
lian Government Railways, 3, Reports in ac-
cordance with Sections 54 and 83 of “The
Government Railways Act, 1904,” for the
quarters ended 31st December, 1915, and 31st
March, 1916. 4, Return of Receipts and Ex-
penditure for the Government Tramways for
the quarters ended 31st December, 1915, and
31st Mareh, 1516.

By the Minister for Mines and Water
Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage: 1, Report
of the Department of Mines for the year
1915, 2, Amendments to Regulations under
“The Mining Aet, 1904”7 3, Amendment to
Regulations under “The Mines Regulation
Act, 1906,” and “The Mines Regulation Act
Amendment Aet, 1915.” 4, Timber Regula-
tions. 5, Water Supply By-laws—(a) Collie
Water Supply; (b) Harvey Irrigation, No.
1 District; (¢) Amendments of By-laws—
Wagin Water Supply; (d) Geraldton Waler
Supply; (e) Metropolitan Water Supply,
Sewerage and Drainage Department; (f)
Albany Water Supply; (g} Derby Water
Supply; (h) Leonora Water Supply; (i)
Pingelly Water Supply; (j) Cue-Dawn
Water Supply.

By the Minister for Lands and Agricul-
ture: (1) Cull Mark preseribed under “The
Brands Act, 1904.” 2, Regulations under
“The Abattoirs Aet, 1909” (Midland June-
tion, North Fremantle, and South Freman-
tle)., 3, Additional Regulations under “The
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Vermin Boards Act, 1909.” 4, Additional
Regulation under “The Rabbit Aet, 1902,%
5. Regstration of Orchards Regulation,
1915, under “The Plant Diseases Act, 1914”
(Amendment of Regulations 2 and 3). &,
Regulations as to Potatoes under “The Plant
Diseases Aect, 1914.” 7, Midland Jurction
Abattoirs and Saleyards brought under the
operations of “The Government Trading
Concerns Aet, 1912”7 §, Regnlations and
By-laws uander “The Land Aect, 1895, and
amendments. 9, By-laws and Statements of
Accounts under “Fhe Cemeteries Act, 1897,
and its amendments. 10, Report of the Zoo-
logical Gardens and Acelimatisation Commit-
tee for the year ended 30th June, 1916.

By the Attorney General: 1, Award be-
tween the Perth Plumbers’ Industrial Union
of Workers and the Perth and District Mas-
ter Plumbers’ Industrial Union of Empioy-
ers, Master Builders and Contractors’ Asso-
cialion of Western Australia Union of Em-
ployers. 2, Award delivered with referemce
to a dispute brought by the Coastal and East-
ern Goldfields Government Water, Sewerage,
and Drainage Employees’ Tndusirial TUnion
of Workers. 3, Report of the Edueation De-
partment for the year 1915.

By the Minister for Works and Indus-
tries: 1, Bylaws under “The Municipal
Corporations  Act, 1906”:—(a) Cottesloe,
(b) Narrogin, (¢) Perth, (d) Midland
Junetion, (e) Perth, (f}) Perth {2), (&)
Collesloe, (h) Midland Junetion, (i) Al-
bany, (j} Broome, (k) Busselton, and (1}
Coolgardie. 2, Uniform by-laws under
“The Municipal Corporations Aet, 1906,
adopted by the following municipalities re-
lating to motor traffic:—(a) Carnarvon,
{b) Claremont, (¢) Kanowna, (d) Narro-
gin, (e) Wagin, (f) Bunbury, (g) South-
ern Cross. (h} Guildford, (i) Norih Fre-
mantle, (j) Fremantle, (k) York, (I}
Norseman, {m) Vicloria Park, (n} Subi-
aco, (0) Leonora. 3, By-laws under “The
Roads Aet, 19117:— (a) Meekatharra, (b)
Bunbury, (e¢) Cottesloe Beach, (e) East
Avon, (f) DPumbleyung, (g) Claremont,
(h) Melville, (i) Irwin, (j) Broad Arrow,
{k) North-East Coolgardie, (1) Dowerin,
{m) Upper Chapman, (n)} Mount Margaret,
{0) Kookynie, (p)} Dowerin, (q) Queen’s
Park, (r) Cuballing, {s) Nelson. 4, Uni-

form general by-laws relating to registra-
tion tablets for motor cars, motor-cycles, and
moter waggons, under ‘‘The Roads At
19117 5, Report to Parliament under
“The Roads Act, 1911”7 re exemption of
Lawlers road district from the operation of
division {4) of part VL

By the Honorary® Minister: 1, Regula-
tions under “The Aborigines Act, 1905.”
2, Annual report of the Aborigines Depart-
ment for the.year ended 30th June, 1915.
3, Report of the Inspector General of the
Insane for the year ended 30th June, 1915.
4, Report of proceedings by the Registrar
of Friendly Societies, (a) vnder “The
Friendly Societies Aet, 18947; “(b) “Bene-
fit Building Societies Aect, 18637; (e) “Co-
operative and Provident Societies Act,
1903™; (d) “Workers’ Compensation Act,
19127 and (e) “Truck Act, 1599, for the
year ended 30ih June, 1915. 5, Report of
the Western Australian Fire Brigades
Board for the year ended 31st December,
1915. 6, Sixih annual report of the Bun-
bury Harbour Board for the year ended
30th June, 1915. 7, Annual report of the
Immigration Department for the year
ended 30th June, 1915. 8, Amendment
of houndaries of the Fremantle Harbour.
9, Amendment of Regulations Nos. 118,
206, and . 363 of the ¥remantle Harbour
Trust. 10, Amendment of Regulation No.
10, Midwives’ Hegistration Board. 11, Re-
solntions adopting model by-laws made by
the loeal health aunthorities for {a} Vicloria
Park, (b) Osborne Park, {e¢) Peppermint
Grove, {d) Maylands, {e) Greenough, (f)
Upper Chapman, (g) Donnybrook, (h)
Wickepin, (i} Queen’s Park, (j) West
Arthor, (k) Plantagenet, (1) Murrin Muor-
rin, {m) Marble Bar, (n) Mount Morgans,
{0o) Cottesloe, (p) Northam, (g) West
Guildford, (r) Midland Junetion, (s) Es-
perance, (t) Nannine. 12, Regulalions
under Part IX. (a) of “The Health Aect,
1911-15.” 13, Amendment of by-laws made
by the Commissioner of Public Health. 14,
By-laws made by the local health anthorities
under “The Health Aet, 1911-157 for (a)
South Perth, (b) Armadale-Kelmseott, (c}
Yonanmi, (d) Fremantle, (e} Bridgetown.
15, Regulations under “The Health Act,
1911-15,” preseribing forms to be used by
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local authorities. 16, Regulations under
Section 142 of “The Health Act, 1911-157
concerning public buildings. 17, Food and
drog regulations—amendments. 18, Jetties
Regulation Act—amendment of regulations
5 and 6. 19, Amendment of Carnarvon
jetty regmlations. 20, Schedule of wharfage
dues and handling charges at the following
jetties: (a) Wyndbam, (b) Broome, (c¢)
Derby, (d) Point Sampson, (e) Carnarvon,
and (f) Esperance. 21, Amendment to
Swan River regulations,

BILL—THE WESTERN AUSTRALIA
DAY FUNDS.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan—
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe) by leave withont

notice, by way of asseriing privilege, intro-
duced a Bill to declare the purposes fo which
the funds raised by the movement known as
the Western Australia Day for the Sick and
Wounded may be lawfully applied.

Bill read a first time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
First Day.,

Mr. HUDSON (Yilgarn) [3.60]: The
privilege has been afforded me of moving
the following motion—

May it please Four Excellency, We, the
Legislative :ssembly of the Parliameni of
the State of Western :Australin, in Par-
hament assembled, beg to ezpress our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign
and to thank Your Exeellency for the
speech you have been pleased to deliver
to Parliament.

No doubt hon. members who heard the
Speech delivered will recognise that it is a
comprehensive one. Whilst it deals with a
great number of subjects, it does not deal
with them perhaps as exhaustively as we
would wish, but at any rate I think it deals
suceinctly and c¢learly with the different
phases of affairs which have arisen, and the
proposils that the Government have to make
for the future are placed before us so clearly
that very little is left for the mover of an
address of this nature to say. There is ap-
parently in the Chamber an atmosphere of
cheerfulness. Everybody seems to be de-

lighted with the position, whatever it may be,
Even the Speech itself has a tone of cheer-
ful optimism, not only as regards the con-
dition of affairs in the State but with regard
to that all important subject, the present
war. T do not think it is neeessary to en-
large upon the sentiments expressed in the
Speech so cloguently with regard to the war,
Those sentiments are expressed, I think, in
language sufficiently clear and sufiiciently
forcible to appeal to every hon. member in
this Chamber. We are all anxious for the
conclusion of the war and the Speech pre-
sented to us by His Excellency is one which
evidently gives us cause for considerable
hope that that conclusion will be a speedy
one. We also are satisfied that it will be a
satisfactory one, that the settlement will be
such that the people of Australia and the
British Bmpire, in eompany with our Allies
will be satisfied that the German heel will
not again trample upon the civilised race.
'The first note struek in the Speech is one that
appeals to every member, namely, that pro-
vision should be made for the repatriation
of the soldiers who ave fighting for us on
the battle-fields of Europe. It is perhaps
mote or less a Commonwealth matter, but it
should appeal also to State Governmenis.
Indeed, an appeal should be made to the in-
dividual to use his hest influence in assisting
to bring about a satisfactory state of affairs
so that when our soldiers return they may
be properly looked after.

Mr. Foley: It oughti to be done by direet
taxation,

Mr. HUDSON: Perbaps that would be
the more sensible way, but the Common-
wealth authorities have set aside a quarter of
a million sterling for this purpose and the
Western Australian Gevernmeni have agreed
to subscribe out of the publiec funds their
portion aceording to population. If is agree-
able to find in the circular issued by the Fed-
eral (overnment containing this informa-
tion, that the fund is to be vested in a board
of trustees representative of all the States,
and that its administration shall he conducted
on lines determined by an Aet of the Com-
monwealth Parliament, as broad and flexible
as possible, and framed on principles which,
it is assumed, will accord closely with the
natural wishes and intentions of subseribers.



[20 Jrry, 1916.] 17

This is a condition of affairs devoutly to be
wished. Tn the past we have bad ecriticism
of ihe methods adopted in 1he coilection and
distribution of patrietic funds, Indeed =al-
ready to-night we bave had before us a Bill
tu deelare the purpese to which funds raised
by the movement known as Western Ausira-
lin Day may be lawfully applied. TUnder
the Comnmonwealth Aet provision will he
made for the proper conlrol of Lhe funds to
be subscribed for the purpose of providiug
for our soldiers. That ought tu commend il-
self to the House. I have referred to the cir-
cular, in respect to the duties and obligations
of the cilizens of Ausiralia regarding the
malerial assistance of returned soldiers; but
there is a further duty, namely, to preserve
the civil rights of those soldiers. As stated
in Ifis Excellency’s Speech, provision is lo
he made for keeping on the rolls of the
State the names of soldiers at the Front, and
we will be asked also to retain upon the local
rolls the nomes of soldiers who have come
from far distant electorales, and wlo are
now in eamp. It is furlher proposed that
lire soldiers shall have extended franchise in
regard to the Legislative Council. 1 think
we should not only make provision for the
material welfare of the soldiers in the man-
ner suggested by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment, but should also preserve their civil
rights, and reward them in some measure for
the effort they are putting forward in the
defence, not only of those left behind, but of
their property and of the ideals of demo-
cracy. A cursory glance at Eis Excelleney’s
Speech will show that the Weslern Austra-
lian Government, indeed all the Governments
of Australia, have had a diffienlt task in
keeping affaivs in order, in preserving in-
duslries, and generally looking after the wel-
fare of ihe people during a very trying time.
When one looks around, even in {his Cham-
her, one feels satigfied that the present Gov-
ernment have done all that has been possible
o that end. There is litlle or no unemploy-
ment. Men and women are well provided
for. There is no distress in our coirmunily ;
indeed ihe reverse obtains. Every effort has
been made. Moneys have leen loaned to
keep industries going. The Government have
smaranteed accounts at the banks in order
that businesses may not be stopped.
Thus the capitalisi, as well as the

(2]

worker, hag had (he assistance of the Guv-

ernment  in his  underlakings.  Judg-
ing by His BLxcellency’s Speech, and

indeed from the general tone of our news-
papers, the principal efforts put forward
have becn in regard to the agricultoral in-
dustry. The present Government have coue
in for a good deal of eriticism in this con-
neclion, but I venture the opinion thai ithe
bulk of the farmers are perfecily satisfied
with the efforts pot forward by the Govern-
ment on their behalf, and that the few who
are complaining of ill-ireatment are the few
disturbed by political agitators representing
Lhe agricultural distriets and who are work-
ing up the agitalion for their own purposes
and not for the henefit of the farmers. Soon
afler this Government took oflice the condi-
tion of affairs was such as to make it incum-
ment on them to provide liberally for lhe
farmer. The Industries Assislance Board
was establighed, and the amount of money
expended {hrough that channel is shown in
tle Speech, as follows—
Previous to last financial year £629,511
was advanced to settlers by the Industries
Assistanee Board, and £747,205 during
1915-1916. Of tliese sumus no less lhan
£1,089,931 was ouistanding on 30th June
last. During the year, through the Agn-
culiurai Bank and the Industries Assist-
unce Board, £000,000 was made available
for the use of the agriculturists to enable
them to maintain their holdings.
In some cireles it is thought that foo much
has been done for the farmer, and it has
been suggested ihat that idea emanates from
goldfields members. I repudiate any such
suggesiion, XNo, hon. member can say truth-
fully ihat anything suggested in the inter-
ests of the farming community bas in any
manner been retarded by any action of a
woldfields member. We desire to work the
two indusiries as intimately together as pos-
sible.  Indeed, ilhey approach each other
very closely in the electorate of Avon, where
there exist both gold mining and agrieulture.
In the electorate of Yilgarn we have copper
mining, gold mining, and agriculture.

Mr. A, A, Wilsen: You have no coal
mines.

Mr. HUDSON : Unfortunately we Lave not
any coal mines in that electorate, or I might
have been on the coal commission. The pre-
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sent Government have been accused of being
a goldlields Administration; yet all this
effort on hehalf of agriculture has heen
put forward and supported by those divecily
representing the mining industry. We, how-
ever, expect some sympathy also from those
who are not direclly represeoting the min-
ing communitly. We have had ne eause for
eomplaint. Every assistance that was in
the power of the Treasurer has been cheer-
fully afforded. The mining indusiry is one
of stability. 1t is improving in its condition
every year, and when certain disadvaniages
are removed it will leave every expectation
of a further growth in the industry. The
fizures guoted in the Speech are suflicient
to justify Lon. members in laking the view
that the mining industry is deserving of en-
couragement—

In the first half of the year 191G wold
to the value of £2,230,211 has been pro-
duced. Pividends paid by gold mining
companies for the fivst five montls of 1916
amount fo £185,750, bringing the total
dividends paid to the end of Muy last Lo
£25,600,136.

We ave, bowever, suffering under a difficulty
in regard to a regulation mude by the Fed-
eral Treasurer. Iflorts are heing put for-
ward, with 1he assistance of the Minister for
Mines, to secure from the Federal Treasurer
a more liberal and sympathetic treatment in
regard to the regisiration of comnpanies as
they affect mining and other industries. I
observe that the -Federal Treasurer states
that no special instanece of the hardship of
his action, or its arbitrary nature, has been
shown or proved. We are able to supply
that information. At a deputation which
waited on the Minister for Mines last Satur-
day, concrete instances of the diverzence into
other channels of capital thalt might well
be allowed to be invested in mining and other
ventures in Western Ausiralia were quoted
to the Minister, and it was shown (hat the
divergence wus due to the aeclion of oflicers
of the department controlled by the Federal
Treasurer. It would be, perhaps, unwise to
go too far in this connection on this ocea-
sion, but I wish to bring it forward because
it seems to me that an injustice is being done
to lhe State from a want of knowledge of
the subject on the part of those who have to
contro! ihe department. I bad intended to

menlion the subject of eoal mining, but in
that 1 have been forestalled by the inlerjec-
lion of the member for Collic {(Mr. A. A,
Wilson). It might not be fair to anticipate
the report of the Royal Commission that bas
been inquiring into the meriis of Collie eoal,
so I will pass over that industry; but I do
not want my friend Lo think that it was out
of my mind when 1 was eonsidering ihe won-
derful resources of Western Ausiralia. We
have before us in the Speech many refer-
cnces lo the North-West of Western Aus-
tralia, and T venture the opinion that whai-
ever Minisiry be in power hon, members
ghould have more frequent opportunities of
visiling the outlying parts of the State, so
that they may become acquainted with lhe
requirenients of those remote districts. Very
few of us bave had an opportanity of going
lo the North-West, and fewer still have visited
the South-East. While il may be admitlesd
thai it would be coslly to eonvey members
arcund these places, 1 think the money would
be well spent, for members wonld be able
te do their duty in Parlioment much helter
if they had an inlimate personal kpow-
ledge of the outlying pavis of the State.
I think, {00, that the proposal recently made
for the appointment of a Royal Commission
to Inquire into the working of affairs in the
North-3West, with the object of discovering
means of developing that great counlry, is
entirely commendahle. During the time that
the Secaddan Government have been in
power a good deal has heen done for the
North-West, First of all, the subject was
taken in hand by Mr. Johnson as Minister
for Works. 'The hon. gentleman visited the
North-West and ascertained on the spot
what the requirements were; and as the re-
sult of his investigalions he appointed a
professional man {o take charge of Norih-
Weslern engineering reqguirements and genc-
rally to advise and reporl ow the develop-
ment of that great asset of Western Aus-
fralia. The consequence is that there have
heen very few complaints indeed regarding
the condition of North-Western harbours
and porls. I think, though, that a great
deal more needs to be done for the develop-
ment of that part of the State. In my
apinion, it is necessary to appoint a Royal
Commission to go thoronghly into the ques-
tion, so that the matter may be comprehen-
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sively handled at an early date.  In this
sense, too, I have to point out that the pas-
toral induslry is the primary industey of
the North-TWest, at present. Tt is true that
there are minerals in the North-West—gold,
copper, and base metals—which eould be
profitably worked if the proper facilities
were available; and now that efforts are
being made to treat base metals in Aus-
tralia it is, I think, the duty of the Govern-
ment of this State to inquire closely into the
possibilities of the deposils of base metals
in onr North and into the possibilities of
their recovery. North-Weslern pastoral
leases, ag hon. members are aware, expive
in 1928. There is not a very long time to
go now, and it is necessary—and 1 sce Lbis
is proposed by the Government—lo reclas-
sify the land and grant extension of leases
of a cerfain character. I would urge upon
the Government the necessity for deing this
speedily.  Men are desirous of investing
capital in the North-West; but they will not
do it, naturally, if the term of lease 15 not
fixed with some degree of certainty. My
next subjects represents a pet subject of
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Hitehell)
—State steamers. I ask, what would have
hecome of the North-West at the present
juncture but for the establishment hy the
Scaddan Government of the Siate Steam-
ship Service? I find it is proposed to ex-
tend that service, and the sooner the service
is extended the hetter. The development of
the North-West demands a fortnightly ser-
vice at least to Derby; and I understand
that it is the intention of the Government to
secure {wo new vessels to supply that ser-
vice. Ip my opinion, the Government are to
be commended for their intention in that
direction; and T hope it will not be long be-
fore effect is given to that intention. Tt is
proposed also to extend the Esperance-
Northwards railway.  The subject is one
with which I have been aequainted for 11
or 12 years; and I can congratulaie the
Government Tpon that item of their pro-
gramme, Isolated railwavs ecan hardly he
payable propositions until eonnected up
with the general railway system. Tt must
be horne in mind that the distance inter-
vening between the present terminus of the
Esperanee-Northwards railway and Norse-

man is eomparatively short, and that the ex-
{ension would traverse sold-learing ccuntry
for at least 10 miles. T hope therefore lhat
efforts will be made to secure the passage of
the necessary legislation, and that ihe ex-
tension of the line will be proceeded with at
the earliest possible opportunity. One fea-
ture of the Speech to which exeeption might
he taken—if T may do so with respeet—is
that whieh reads—

My advisers, if assured that they enjoy

vour confidence . . . .

Wihere 18 the necessity for this innovation?
Why introduce those words into His Toxecl-
lency’s Speceh?  Of course Ministers enjoy
the confidence of Ilis Excellency fhe Gov-
ernor. Do the words whieh T have quoted
suggest that Ministers have taken nofice nof
cancus meetings reported to have been held
by the Labour party, ecaucus meetings re-
ported to have been held by the Liberal
party, caucus meetings of Ihe Country party,
and ecaucus meetings of that other parly
wandering about at midnight looking for the
regt of itself? Tividently, the framer of ihe
Speeeh has induced His Tixecellency to use
those words—

My advisers, if assured that thev enjoy

vour confidence . . .

That is to say, the confidence of the Legis-
lative Assembly. Anvone might have scen
this afternoon, from the cheerful appearance
of hon. members generally, that the Govern-
ment o enjoy the eonfidence of this Cham-
ber. I did see a report of a meeting—per-
haps I may be allowed to take the House
into my eonfilence on this point—stating
that the member for Northam (Houn, J. Mit-
chell} had been elected leader of the con-
glomerate party which has been formed of
the Liberal party, the Country party, the
Independent party, and various other par-
ties. The measures which the Government
propose to bring forward are of a demo-
cratic character, and must commend them-
sclves to hon. members; so that their pas-
sage through this Honse must of necessity
be an easy one. The general purview of His
Fxcelleney’s Speeech will afford suoflicient
matter for the efforts of the Government
and of memhers generally during the pre-
sent session, and are such ns our earncst
eonsideration may be applied to; and I trust
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that the motion which T have submitied will
be earried with unanimity,

Mr, MULLANY (Menzies) [4.26]: Tt is
wilh somewhat mingled feelings I rise to
second the motion for the ndoption of the
Address-in-reply, becanse I feel that whilst
the DBritish Empire, of which we ns Auns-
iralians feel proud to form an important
part, is engaged in so terrible and stupend-
ous a war as that being waged in Europe
and other continents to-day, it is almost
petty to think of disenssing local polities.
More particularly does this consideration
apply when we come to diseuss party poli-
tics. Buf, even while holding this opinion,
I slill recognise that a duty devolves upon
us who are left in Australia, to earry on the
affairs of Lhe Commonwealth and of the
State in sneh a manner as to assare those
who to-day are fighting for us in other parts
of the world, those whom we have sent away
to defend us, that they will npon their re-
turn find an Anstralia as happily circum-
staneed as that whieh they left; that they
will find Australian conditions as good up-
on their return as conditions were when they
answered their country’s eall. It is the
bounden duty of every Government, and of
every individual citizen, to do the utmost
possible to bring ahont the consumiation of
legislative measures which will eonduce to
that end. 1 am pleased to learn from the
Speech that the Government have been alive
and are alive to the necessity for taking
steps in this direction. It may be contended
that this is a Federal matter. Very largely
it is, I admit; for the reason that the Fed-
eral Government have what the State Gov-
crnments have not, namely unlimited powers
of taxation. It is only by means of taxa-
tion, by taxing the people conducting busi-
nesses and earning their living in Australia,
that the men returning ean be treated as
they should be on their return. Tt is the
duty of the States to co-operate with the
Federal Government towards that end, to
offer suggestions and assistance as far as
possible. T am pleased thal the Siate Gov-
ernment of Western Australia have made
provision for this purpose, to a certain ex-
tent at any rate. As will be seen on refer-
ence lo the Speech, provision has been made
for cutting up the Yandanooka estate so
that returned soldiers may be settled there;

and no doubt other estates will he subdivided
with the same end. I think, however, that
we shonld go a little further. Briefly, I may
state the position in this way: Whilst this
war eontinites, provision must be made and
will be made to finance the war. If, unhap-
pily, the slruggle eontinnes for another five
years, it will be finaneed; if, happily, it
finishes to-morrow, the necessity for fAnane-
ing bloodshed would be over. But, in the
Jatter eventuality, could not the money

‘which is being raised to-day for the purpose

of expendilure on means of destruetion, for
the purpose of helping our Australian hoys
and our British consing and our allies
thronghout the world, expended on muni-
tions and in mainlaining our own and our
allies’ soldiers at the fromt, could not that
money be used in, say, opening up the south-
western lands of this State, or perhaps to-
wards seenring a helter water supply for the
eity of Perth? Could not the same engineer-
ing skill, the same brains, the same Dbrawn
and musele which are now devoted to the
purposes of war, be devoted to the purposes
of peace? Ts not that feasible? I do not
say that I know exactly how it ceould be
done; but I submit to hon. members that if
money can be raised and is raised for the
purposes of war, money ean be raijsed and
should be raised, after the war is over, fo
make provision for the returning soldiers, so
that they will not be dumped on the Aus-
tralian labour market and thrown upon their
own resourees. 1 contend that ihe money
could be raised and could be expended in
works of utility, which will stand for prac-
tieally all time. Thus, in a few years, the
problem of the returned soldier will have
worked itself out. I believe there is suffi-
cient patriotism and a sofficiently lively
sense of gratitnde amongst the Australian
people to ensure that somelhing of the kind
will be done on the return of the boys who
have done so much for us. Although I cer-
tainly agree that everything possible should
be done for our returned soldiers in the way
of making provision for their livelihood, T
am not altogether in aceord with one pro-
vision which T find in the Governor’s speceh
—that is the provision relaling fo electoral
matters, It is there provided that men liv-
ing in the different eamps may be enrolled
upon the electoral rolls of the State. T quite
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agree with that. It goes further, however,
and provides for making it lawtul that re-
turned soldiers shall be given a vote for the
Legislative Council of this State. I entirely
lisnzree with such a proposition. T helieve
it would he absolutely unfair to set up what
we might term a military easte. True de-
mocracy always fights against anything of
that sort. It would be distinetly unfair fo
say to a young man of the State, “Becanse
vou have fougrht for Aunstralia”-—giving him
everv credit for doing this—*we are Zoing
to give vou the full franchise in Western
Aungtralia,” and at the same time propose
that such a man’s father or mother who
have no properiy of suflicient value to en-
title them to get this full franchise shall be
debarred from something which their chil-
dren are fo be given. I would not differen-
tiate in this way. Whilst T want to give
every adult in the State a foll franchise, I
would not support a proposal which will, to
a certain extent, set up a military caste in
Weslern Australia.  Whilst T appreeciate
what the soldiers have done, I would not
support a proposition such as this.

The Minister for Works:  Mililarism
should not endure much longer.

Mr. MULLANY: This will be perpetfu-
ated for all lime if we are going to give re-
turned - soldiers  differential {reatment, or
pive differentinl treatment to any one in the
State.

Mr. Gardiner: Is there not a differential
service?

Mr. MULLANY: Not when the mothers
and fathers of our soldiers are not eligible
fo go on the rll. In my opimon
it would be quite wrong. I know
quite well that it is not the time in
which to diseuss such a question, but T conld
not allow the opportunity te go by without
expressing my sentiments upon it. Tt is a
proposition that T would never support. Fol-
lowing the usual custom, ithe Government
have, I see, made provision for the fulure
development and expansion of the different
industries of the State. The pastoral indus-
try is well attended to in this way. Aceord-
ing to a paragraph in the Speech, the much
discnssed meat works at Wyndham will in
March, 1917, be in a position to begin opera-
tions. I lmow that any ove who has gone

into the subject appreeintes the fact that this
undertaking will give 2 great relief te the
people of the melropolilag area and to those
i other parts of Weslern Australia through
the bringing down of ihe meat which is be-
ing grown in the Kimberley areas. We know,
toa, that it would not only be of immediate
henefit to the pasloral industry, bul be a
huge impeins to ihe development of that
industry and, as well, be an appreciable
and great benefit to (he people in every dis-
triet thronghout the State of Western Aus-
tralin. - T trust thal the anticipations con-
cerning Lhe works will be realised, and ilat
they will be in full swing durving the yenr
1917. Tt appears from the Speech that the
tinber industry is unfortunately languishing
to n cerlain extent, (hrongh no fault of the
cttizens or the Government of this State,
bul simply bhecause it is impossible to-day to
get ships in which to take away the produects
of the industry. Upon the return of peace
there is no doubt that there will be a grent
demand for our Western Australian hard
woods 1hronghout Europe, becanse the people
will then be endeavonring to rebuild what to-
day is being destroyed. I believe that upon
the declaration of peaee there will be a great
impetus given to the timber industry in Wesi-
ern Ausiralia. T trust that will be ihe ease,
at any rate. There is no counlry in the
world which possesses such a valuable supply
of hard woods as does Western Ausiralia.
The agricultural industry is also being at-
{ended to, We lear our farmer friends ask-
ing that ihe system of bulk handling of
wheat e brought into operation. If it were
brought in T would support it in the inferests
of the farmers, who are battling on the land
in Western Australian. With regard o the
gold mining industry, T say that this is un-
dounblediy still ihe backbone of this State.
Some of the agrienltural members of this
House may be inclined to dispute that state-
ment, but I repeat, at all events, that the
gold mining industry is the paramount in-
dnstry in Western Australia, and I am
pleased fo see that adequate provision is
being wmade for its development. It is
pointed out in the Governor's Speech that
the mining industry to-day is being earried
on under rather disadvantageous -circum-
stances owing to the faet that a large per-

centage of the young mine workers have en-
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listed and gone to the front. The Speech
also comments on the fact that mining re-
quisites, stores, machinery, and tools of all
deseription bave gone up to such an extent
since the declaration of war that the in-
creased price of these comnodities has placed
a severe handicap upon the industry, There
is no doubt that this is the case. I would
point out that whilst the mining companies
thenselves are feeling the stress of the in-
crease in the price of these commodities, the
mine workers, who are living on the gold-
fields, are feeling the stress also to just as
great. an extent, and possibly to a greater
extent, consequent upon the increase in the
price of food commodities on the goldiields.
I am pleased, indeed, to see that provision is
being made in the Speech for legislation 1o
come on during the session for the re-intro-
duction of the Commission to control the
prices of foodstuffs and eommodities in the
State. T trust that this will recieve the
hearty commendation of members on both
sides of the House, knowing, as they do now,
the benefit which that Commission was to
the peovple of the State when in existence
some 18 months ago. To turn fo other items
in the Speech, we find that it is proposed
to re-introduce a Bill 10 provide for the
Initiative and Heferendum. Seeing that
both sides of thhe Honse, and indeed all
parties in the House, have already agreed
to this prineiple, inasmuch as during last
session a Bill was passed through hoth
Houses of Parliament providing for the tak-
ing of a referendum in a portion of the State
on the closing hours of hotels, I believe and
trust that members will, when the Bill comes
along, go further and accept the whole thing,
and give to the people of Western Australia
the right to say, not only upon the closing
of hotels, early or otherwise, but upon any
snbject in which they take sufficient interest,
and in which they ean show their desire to
have alterations made, that such and such
a thing is what they are asking for. There
is also provision for reform in electoral mat-
ters, and for the making of one roll serve
the purpose hoth for the Federal and State
Flectoral Departments, This reform, if car-
ried out as it should he, and as 1 helieve it
will he, would nndoubtedly result in a saving
of many thousands of pounds to the people
of Australia in each year, and would also

give more satisfaclion and he conducive to
better rolls being prepared, both for the
Federal and State Electoral Departments.
[ trust that this matter will be gone on with
and that all sides of Lhe House will agree
upon it later on. This measure does nof
provide for any system of redistribution of
seats, but further on in the Speech there
is a provision made for a redistribution of
seats upon which 1 will have something to
say later on. There is also a Bill provided
for, aunthorising the development of lime
deposils at Lake Clifton and Capel, in the
South-West portion of 1his State. If
I still have the honour of representing a
constituency, or being a member of thig
Chamber when that Bill ecomes along, I am
going to earefully serntinise its provisions,
and I trust that other members of the Cham-
ber will do the same, in order to see that the
righis of the people are not being bartered
away and that no monopoly is being given
to any one company.

The Minister for Works: There are two
companies concerned, I understand.

Mr, MULLANY : T have no knowledge as
1o the provisions of the Bill, but I trust that
it will be carefully serutinised npon its in-
troduction, and that before any final assent
is given to it the members of this Flouse and
the people of the State will know exactly
what is being done. It is, at all events, a
malter which will require eareful serutiny if
the best inferests of the people of the State
are to be considered. There is a Bill to make
provision for speeial insurance under the
Workers’ Compensation Aect. This appears
fo be a natural corollary to the passing of
the Workers' Compensation Aet, and this is
berne out more fully when we realise that
some private eompanies in the State conduect
their own insurance under the Workers
Compensation Act, and that in many of the
departments the Government also to-day con-
duet their own insurance. I helieve it would
be far hetter for the State to launch out and
ahsorh all the business of that nature, he-
cause I helieve that with the machinery
witich the Government have at their eommanid
it conld be ecarried onl hetter by them than
in any other way.

The Minister for Works: It has been a
gool paying proposition for the State ser-
vice.
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Mr, MULLANY: T believe ibat is so.
There is provision also made for the reinlro-
duction of the Electoral Distriets Bill, 1913,
which provided ceriain restrictions for the
redistribution of seats in the electorates for
the House of Assembly in Western Australia’
This may be interesting to tbe Hon. H. 1.
Colebateh in another Chamber. From the
manner in which that gentleman bas been
speaking lately one would never ihink that
ihe present Government had brought in a
Bill providing for the appointmenl of a
commission, free of all polilical infiuence
whatever, to go inlo the matter of the redis-
trihulion ol seats in the clectorates of West-
ern Auslralia to clean up the mess which had
been left after the famous, or infamouns, Re-
dislribution of Seais Bill of 1911. IFor fear,
therefore, that the Hon. 11. P. Colebalch
might never have heard of this I would like
to inform him that this is a Faet. 1 think,
however, it is unnecessary to inform bim of
that, when we recollect that Mr. Colebaich
was the most determined opponent of the
Bill in the legislative Council, and partien-
larly do 1 say this because it was that gen-
tleman’s influence which was mainly respon-
sible for the rejection of the Bill.

Mr, Bolton: He denies the right of a man
who is a miner to have a vole at all.

Mr. MULLANY : It seems, and I believe
it is, futtle, owing fo the present political
atinosphere in this Chamber, to discuss the
items in ihe Governor's Speech dealing with

. proposed leyislation for the coming session,
beeause it appears, owing to this political
atmosphere thai no one knows quite where
be is.

The Minister for Works: We would know
where we were if we went to the electors.

Alr. MULLANY: Quile so. There are ru-
mours that tlierc is going to be a change of
CGlovernment, and there are direct statements
in the Nest :Australian and otler newspapers
of this State that undoubtedly there 15 going
lo be a ehange of Government.

Mr., Thomson: No.

Mr. MULLANY: But there is rather a
doubt as lo whether there is going to be a
lingering death for Lhe present Government,
or whether the death is going to be a sudden
one. It is said in some quarters that the
moving and seconding of the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply is really

the swan song of the present Goverament,
and rhat there is going to be & motion meved
later on which will take the control of the
House out of Lhe hands of the present Gov-
crnment. I do not know whether this is a
fact ¢r not. 1 would like to say, liowever,
thal 1 believe no such conrse has ¢ver been
adopted previously in the Parliament of
Weslern Australia. I am open to contradic-
tion, however, on the point. IFf this is the in-
tention of members opposiie, more parlicn-
larly of the Country party—tor the members
of the other party, 1 believe, ure beyond all
hope of redemplion—I would like to plaec

this  view hefore them. After the at-
tacks which lave heen 1ade by (he
Press of this Stale on {he present
Government  zince  lasl  session,  biller

and unfairv atlacks, and without the Govern-
ment having an opportunity of replying, T
am going to ask if their conscience will allow
them (o support a motion to stifle diseussion
upon ihe political siluation, if sueh a motion
should be moved. Will their consecience al-
low them to support such 2 motion when they
know thai the Press, subsidised as il is by the
Liberal party, have, during the recess faken
every possible opportunily, and almost, T
might say, every impossible opportunity, of
attacking the Government, knowing that the
Government had no chance of replying. Will
they help to slifie diseussion when they know
that the Government have done so much for
the farmers? I am going to say that the
majority, or at least all the members on this
side of the House, eare not whether there is
to he a sudden or a lingering death, We
are prepared to go to the eountry.

My, Green: We defy them; I do not think
they are game fo chanece it.

Mr., MULLANY: I think, in all serious-
ness, that T am putting a fair proposition
before those hon. members when I suggest
ihat they should not lend sapport 1o any
proposal to stifle discussion in this Chamber.
Ilaving dealt with ihat aspect of the ques-
{ion, I come to another. The only reason for
a change of Government, and it seems to be
imminent to-day, is that since last recess the
Labour party, of which T am proud to be a
memher, have lost one supporter. Again, I
want to say I do not think there will be many
tears shed on this side of the House through
the loss of that supporter., I am, however,
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interested, and I believe other members are
likewise inferested, n seeing what aititude
that hon, member will fuke np now, which
party he intends to join.

Mr, Allen: That is his business.’

Mr. MULLAXY: Certainly. ¥ think the
wember for West Perth is also slighlly in-
terested in this aspect of ihe question. We
all have the right of free diseussion and T
am jusl querying a liftle, T am within my
rights in doing that, T think. T am inler-
ested o find out whether the present mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin will join the
Country party, whom he termed, only 12
months age, the Bulgarians of politics, or
whether he is going to join the Liberal parly,
The member for Yilgarn said it was more
than possible that the member for Northim
would be the leader of that party. If the
member for Williams-Narvogin jeins the Lib-
eral party, I trust that the mutual admiration
which we know exists between those two
hon. members will, upon closer contact,
ripen inlo semthing warmer, and I belicve
it will if given suflicient opportunity. Then
again, will the member for Williams-Narro-
gin isolate himself? Will he oceupy a posi-
tion of splendid isolation, a position which
will show that everyv individual is wrong
except Bertie

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must not discuss the member for Wil-
liams-Narrogin in that way.

Myr. MULLANY : He is hardly worth dis-
cussing at all.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
way (o aceept my remark,

My, MULLANY: T assure you, Mr.
Speaker, that T had no inlention to he
offensive, but the exigencies of the position
so appealed fo me that T thought T was not
doing any harm in referring to the hon.
member as [ did. T take if that Parliament
makes for the free ventilation of public
matters, and this, I think, is a matter of
extreme public interest.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I did not raise
any ohjection to the discussion. The obhjec-
tion 1 raised was lo the hon. member's ref-
erence to the member for Williams-Narrogin
as “Bertie.”” That is a familiarity not per-
mitted in this Chamber. The hon. member
is the member for Williams-Narrogin.

That is not Lhe

Mv. MULLANY: T shall not transgress
again; T shall refer to him as the member
for Williams-Narrogin, and I trust the mem-
her for West Perth will not take any fur-
ther exception.

Mr. Bolton: It does not matter if he does.

Mr. MULLANY: 1 quite agree with the
hon. member. Even though the member for
Williams-Narrogin occupied a position of
splendid igolation, he would have advanl-
ages, inasmueh as he would be absolutely
solisl. At least one would think so, but the
position may arise very easily in which the
hon, member would think his own interests
would be best conserved—or his interests as
proprietor of hotel properties in the State—
by continuing, as in the past, to toady to
the temperance alliance. Fe will be on the
horns of a dilemma there. To conclude with
ihe hon, member, to whichever party he may
attach himself I wish him the best of for-
tunc in the future, and T hope he may pro-
gress as he is going. We will leave il to
hon. membhers to think for themselves where
be will eventually land himself. I nelice the
hon. member has just entered the Chamber.
I am sorry he was not here to listen to my
remarks, but T do not intend to repeat what
I have said, more than to add that our ex-
perience of lhat gentleman is such fhat we
whole-heartedly recommend him to which-
ever party ¢laims him.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You would have kept
me if T had stayed and I would have stayed
if T had been salisfied.

Mr. MULLANY: Just in conclusion I
would like to say that I trust this will be a
lesson to the Labour organisations in West-
ern Auslralia, and when they seleet candi-
dates in the future I hope they will see Lthat
their choice is a Labourite, and not one who
merely wanls to use the party in order to
ret into Parliament.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I hrought vou a seat
that you would not have won.

Mr. MULLANY : I will not say anything
further about the hon, member, but seeing
that the posilion taken by him has c¢ansed
thiz erisis, T thonght he was deserving of a
little recognition on the occasion of perbaps
the only two speechies which this side of the
House may bhe permilted to make. With
regard 1o the Couniry party, what is polili-
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cal life coming to whenr a number of men
are going to accept what an ouiside organisa-
tion orders them to do, without a definite
motion coming bhefore this House. So far
as the Labour party are concerned, a definite
policy is submitted to us and we sign that
for three years and there is no organisation
or individual which has the power to alter
that doring the conrse of the three years.
There is no Mr. Monger or any such individ-
nal who ean come in. Our platform eannot
be altered during the life of a Parliament.
There is no essential difference between the
Labour party and their poliey and the way
they eonduet their business. What can we
think of men who accept a mandate from a
body ouiside of Parliament altogether——

The Premier: And their constituents.

Mr. MULLANY: And outside of their
constituents, which tells them how they shall
act when a matter comes up for discassion
in this Chamber? Can they say that their
souls are their own? They camnot. But, to
go further, we find that a conference was
held and a working agreement was come to
to put out one Government and put in an-
other. Very good. We find again the
famous speech by Mr. Monger at York,
where he and others stated publicly—and it
was published throughout the length and
breadth of the State—that amongst all the
members of the Country party in Parlia-
ment there was only one who was fit fo hold
office, or fit to be a member of Parliament,
and that tley could not trust that one. They
said it. there is no doubt about that, and
here pow are the members of that party,
who, we are told, are going to snpport a
motion which is going to turn out the Gov-
ernment which has done so much for them.
I hold the honest eonviection that I am right
when 1 gay that if these men eross the floor
of the House to put ount the present Govern-
bent, they will bite the hand which has
fed them and their constituents.

Mr. Allen: Who fed them before?

Mr. MULLANY: They starved. I re-
peat, if they have any sense of political
honesty, they will not support the motion if
it is moved to stifle discussion on this de-
bate, but that they will allow the Govern-
ment, which has done so much for them, to
have an opportunity of replying to the at-
tacks and uwnfair statements which have been

(3]

circulated shroughout the State during the
last rccess. If they are so bound to this
confercnee, which lias Leen beld, and which
has nothing to do with Parliament at all, if
they are so tied up io people who have no
right to express opinions in this Chamber,
if they have to do as their masters tell them,
then I say God help them. I feel there is
no more to say, except to seeond the motion
for the adoption of the Address-in-reply,
which was so ably moved by my colleague,
the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Hudson).

On motion by Hon. Frank Wilson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned af 5.2 p.m.
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